CHAPTER VI
ITALY, 1250-1290

AT the moment of Frederick IPs death, his power shewed little decline
in Italy. He held the Regno (i.e. the kingdom of Sicily and its provinces
on the mainland1) in undiminished submission. In the March of Ancona
and Duchy of Spoleto, which owed allegiance to the Holy See, his parti-
sans had the upper hand: the legate, Cardinal Peter Capocci, could only
act on the defensive. In North Italy the imperialists seemed still more
predominant. The house of Savoy was his ally, its chief. Count Ama-
deus IV, commanding the north-western passes, while its cadet, Thomas,
ex-Count of Flanders, ruled Turin and his appanage of Piedmont; and the
great city of Asti wasfirmly imperialist, so that in the west the onlypowerful
papalist was Boniface IV, Marquess of Montferrat and regent of Saluzzo
for his young kinsman, Marquess Thomas I. If Genoa, a greater state
than these, was for the Pope, her Italian interests were mainly confined
to her Riviera, and there she was busily occupied in subjugating her
lesser neighbours, who of course were imperialist for the nonce. Farther
to the east, Marquess Manfred Lancia was imperial vicar between the
river Lambro and the western Alps; he was podestd of Pavia and Lodi,
while Vercelli, Tortona, and Alessandria also admitted his authority.
Whereas Lancia possessed little personal importance, his fellow-vicar and
rival between the Lambro and the Mincio was the wielder of a kind of
tyranny. This personage was the Marquess Oberto Pelavicini, co-tyrant
of Cremona with its faction-chief Buoso da Dovara, Although the only
other imperialist cities really in his vicariate were Bergamo and Reggio,
his warlike prowess and his German mercenaries made him superior at
the moment to his antagonists. The leaders of the papalist cities were the
two warlike Cardinal-deacons, Octavian degli Ubaldini and Gregory of
Montelongo, both indefatigable, but hampered by the divergent aims of
the towns which, headed by Milan, were on their side, Piacenza hesi-
tated between Pope and Emperor. Bologna, in concert with Cardinal
Octavian, was preoccupied in establishing her own supremacy in Romagna
on the basis of the reconciliation of both factions, although she lent a
helping hand to the Church's efforts in Lombardy. Lastly, in the Tre-
visan March, the grim Ezzelin da Romano held sway from his capital at
Verona. He was not imperial vicar for the March, an office which was
held by Ansedisio de' Guidotti, his lieutenant at Padua, but over Verona,
Padua, Vicenza, and Trent he ruled with absolute power, The only enemy

1 The Italian terms of Regno for the realm and Regnicoli for its inhabitants have
the advantage of avoiding on the one hand the ambiguity of " Sicily," leaving that to
refer to the island only, and on the other the inconvenience of cumbrous descriptions
and periphrases.